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Springsteen,
too, berates
ticket seller

Higher standards, mixed results
State attorney general
to probe website switch

BY PEGGY McGLONE
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Bruce Springsteen declared yesterday
he is ‘‘furious’’ over the handling of ticket
sales for his upcoming concert tour, saying
his fans were abused by the ticket agent’s
practice of directing consumers to a subsid-
iary offering tickets at more than four times
their face value.

A storm of complaints about how Tick-
etmaster handled Monday’s sale for two
Springsteen concerts in the Meadowlands
led New Jersey Attorney General Anne Mil-
gram to announce yesterday she will inves-
tigate. Springsteen added to the criticism
with a message on his website.

‘‘We condemn this practice. We have
asked this redirection from Ticketmaster to
TicketsNow to cease and desist immedi-
ately,’’ the musician wrote in a letter ad-
dressed ‘‘To our fans’’ that was posted on
brucespringsteen.net. ‘‘The abuse of our
fans and our trust by Ticketmaster has
made us as furious as it has made many of
you.’’

Springsteen also said Ticketmaster
agreed to stop the practice, and as of yes-
terday, potential customers were no longer
being connected to its subsidiary Tick-
etsNow, a resale operation. Instead, they re-
ceived an on-screen message that stated:
‘‘No exact matches were found, but other
tickets may still be available.’’

Fans say that minutes after tickets went
on sale for the May 21 and May 23 Spring-
steen concerts at the Izod Center, Ticket-
master, the primary sales agent, directed
fans from its website to TicketsNow.

The ticket controversy widened on
[See SPRINGSTEEN, Page 8]
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Company brass
indicted in ’05
Teterboro crash

ED MURRAY/THE STAR-LEDGER

Shannon Yeager, an eighth-grader at J.P. Case Middle School in Flemington, uses a calculator yesterday during a standardized
test. So far, middle school students have fared the worst with the state’s rigorous new tests.

BY TED SHERMAN
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

The corporate jet had been chartered
through a broker that boasted of its service,
safety and celebrity clients.

It was operated by a company that
could not legally fly it and sent hurtling
down Runway 6 at Teterboro Airport by
two pilots who investigators found did not
have the required training to be in the cock-
pit that day.

Nose-heavy and overweight, the plane
never got off the ground in a dramatic acci-
dent four years ago this week. Both pilots
and two others in a car were seriously in-
jured when the sleek white jet with eight
passengers on board aborted its takeoff and
was unable to stop — plowing through an
airport fence and skidding across Route 46
during the morning rush hour before slam-
ming into a clothing warehouse.

Yesterday, six executives from now-de-
funct Platinum Jet Management LLC of
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., which operated the
ill-fated flight, were charged with endanger-
ing the safety of an aircraft and violating a

[See CRASH, Page 7]

Critics: Data show state pushing too hard
BY STEVE CHAMBERS

STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Gov. Jon Corzine’s goal of raising standards in
New Jersey high schools is getting off to a rocky
start, with huge numbers of middle school students
failing rigorous new tests designed to prepare them
for the next level.

Responding to test data released yesterday, state
officials said it was important to raise the bar last
year for passing a new, more rigorous test so youn-
ger students could be readied to make the transi-
tion. But some critics said the results prove the
state is pushing too hard, too fast.

The 2008 School Report Card and State Assess-
ments showed the typical meandering of slightly up
and down scores for high school and elementary
school students. And fourth-graders actually contin-
ued a long run of steady improvement in math, sci-
ence and language arts.

But fifth- and sixth-graders failed in droves on
the proficiency test. In language arts, for example,
upwards of 40 percent of all fifth- and sixth-graders

failed. In some urban districts, the failure rates
were much higher, with about 70 percent or more of
fifth-graders failing language arts in Newark, Cam-
den and Paterson.

‘‘It’s a higher, more appropriate level of expecta-
tion, so the decrease in some scores was expected,’’
said Rich Vespucci, a spokesman for the state De-
partment of Education. ‘‘But in the long term, it
will fit the overall plan to turn out high school grad-
uates who are ready for the demands of the 21st
century.’’

Vespucci said students have traditionally fared
worse when new tests or required passing scores —
called cut scores — have been instituted over the
past 30 years. He insisted teachers and students
have quickly adapted in the past, and scores have
bounced back.

But Don Goncalves, spokesman for the Eliza-
beth Board of Education, said the changes and
their unsurprising result may prove demoralizing to
students and teachers who were progressing. ‘‘The

[See SCHOOLS, Page 37]

This old snake makes an anaconda look like a wannabe Senators OK tax break
The plan to give home buyers

up to $15,000 was a victory for
Republicans who want to reduce
spending and increase tax breaks
in the stimulus bill. Page 3.

Prelate must recant
The Vatican demanded that a

prelate who denied the Holo-
caust recant his positions before
being fully admitted as a bishop
into the Catholic Church. Page 9.

BY MALCOLM RITTER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Never mind the
40-foot snake that menaced Jennifer
Lopez in the 1997 movie ‘‘Anaconda.’’ Not
even Hollywood could match a new dis-
covery from the ancient world.

Fossils from northeastern Colombia
reveal the biggest snake ever discovered:
a behemoth that stretched 42 to 45 feet
long, reaching more than 2,500 pounds.

‘‘This thing weighs more than a bison
and is longer than a city bus,’’ enthused

snake expert Jack Conrad of the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History in New
York, who was familiar with the find.

‘‘It could easily eat something the size
of a cow. A human would just be toast
immediately.’’

‘‘If it tried to enter my office to eat me,
it would have a hard time squeezing
through the door,’’ reckoned paleontolo-
gist Jason Head of the University of To-
ronto Mississauga.

Actually, the beast probably munched
on ancient relatives of crocodiles in its

rain forest home some 58 million to 60
million years ago, he said.

Head is senior author of a report on
the find in today’s issue of the journal Na-
ture.

(The same issue carries another signif-
icant report from the distant past: Scien-
tists said they’d found the oldest known
evidence of animal life, remnants of ster-
oids produced by sponges more than
635 million years ago in Oman.)

The discoverers of the snake named it
[See SNAKE, Page 5]
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Spreading blame
in Passaic River
Two companies sued by
the state for cleanup
costs for dioxin dumping
in the Passaic file legal
action to expand the
scope of the suit, which
may derail cleanup and
inflate costs. Page 11

It’s all about
the atmosphere
You can reap all the
benefits of a luxurious
spa treatment right in
your own home. Here are
some tips and tools for
an in-house pampering
session just in time for
Valentine’s Day. Page 45

Treasures
on the shelf
Images of Malcolm X and
Bob Dylan are among
those in an exhibit
at the Morris County
Public Library created
from Esquire magazines
that were almost
thrown out. Page 11

Looking out
for No. 2
China passed the U.S.
in car sales last month,
positioning it to become
the world’s biggest
market. Population growth
there and economic woes
here are making it
happen. Page 19


