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Bar raised
with mixed results

Essex tests a study in academic extremes
BY PHILIP READ

STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Richard Brodow, the superin-
tendent of public schools in
wealthy suburban Millburn,
sounded almost apologetic yester-
day as he explained the recipe for
his district’s top-of-the-line test
scores: bright, motivated students,
a supportive community and excel-
lent staff.

‘‘When you have all of those in-
gredients,’’ he said, ‘‘it’s hard not to
do well.’’

At Millburn High, ranked by
New Jersey Monthly last year as
the No. 1 high school in the state,
11th-graders who scored advanced
proficiency in math, for instance,
approached the 70th percentile.

That was not the case in many
of Essex County’s larger and more
urban high schools, where those
who scored advanced proficiency —
a yardstick for many suburban dis-

tricts — were often in the single
digits.

‘‘I’ve worked in urban districts,’’
Brodow said. ‘‘I understand the
challenges that exist. . . . We’re very
fortunate, and believe me, I know
that.’’

Essex County, a study in aca-
demic extremes, was true to that
reputation as New Jersey released
the latest school report cards.

‘‘There has always been an eco-
nomic achievement gap. It’s a
harsh reality with standardized
testing,’’ said Frank Belluscio,
spokesman for the New Jersey
School Boards Association. ‘‘There
have been real efforts made. You
have to look at progress from year
to year.’’

There are some wrinkles in the
results, too, he said, particularly
with testing administered to sixth-,
seventh- and eighth-graders.

‘‘Statewide, there was a dip in
the middle schools.’’ he said. ‘‘The
state changed the passing score.
The actual scores were better, but
fewer kids passed because the
state raised the bar.’’

Of course, there continued to be
bright spots in urban schools such
as Newark’s Science High School,
where 99.2 percent of 11th-graders
showed proficiency in language arts
in the HSPA, or High School Profi-
ciency Assessment, and 97.8 per-
cent in math.

Even in ‘‘advanced proficiency,’’
Science High’s 21.3 percent in lan-
guage and 38.2 percent in math ri-
valed or surpassed some of the
county’s best schools.

In Maplewood-South Orange,
Superintendent Brian Osborne in
his January ‘‘State of the District’’
speech noted that more elemen-
tary school pupils scored ‘‘ad-
vanced proficient’’ in the language

arts than the average in its district
factor group, a ranking of its socio-
economic standing that includes
Montclair, Livingston and Verona.

In the latest report card, Ma-
plewood’s Columbia Senior High’s
HSPA scores were largely un-
changed, except for a small falloff
in those with ‘‘advanced profi-
ciency’’ in language arts, from 25
percent to 18.7 percent.

In Nutley, a town of about
27,000, Mariana Francioso, assist-
ant superintendent, attributed
some slippage in scores there to
changes in the way the state for-
matted the writing sections. ‘‘That
was part of it. The state never lets
you rest,’’ she said.

‘‘The issue we usually have with
their scores is the at-risk and spe-
cial-ed population, because they’re
included,’’ she said, ‘‘but the overall
score is your total score.’’

That can be attributed to the

federal No Child Left Behind act,
officials said.

‘‘That testing program has to be
applied to all children,’’ Belluscio
said. ‘‘You do have populations of
students who might not have been
tested in the past.’’

In top-ranked Glen Ridge, the
new superintendent, John Muc-
ciolo, was pleased with the results.
‘‘They’re strong as usual. You
know, I’m three days on the job,’’
he said.

Of all the high schools in Essex
County, Glen Ridge had the great-
est percentage of 11th-graders who
scored in the advanced category in
language, with 30.6 percent, edging
out Millburn High’s 27.6 percent.

‘‘Oh, that’s good to know,’’
Mucciolo said. ‘‘That’s a double-
edged sword though.’’

Philip Read may be reached at
pread@starledger.com or (973)
392-1851.

state changed the rules in the mid-
dle of the game,’’ he said. ‘‘We got
lower scores when, in fact, there
was progress in the classroom. It
was a strange result.’’

Corzine announced an ambi-
tious agenda last year for making
the state’s high schools more rigor-
ous, an initiative that has the
strong support of the business
community and is a response, in
part, to the large number of stu-
dents who arrive at college in need
of remedial help.

Education Commissioner Lu-
cille Davy agreed that, had it not
been for the change in cut scores,
sixth- and seventh-graders would
have fared better on the state tests
than the year before. Fifth grade
scores would have dropped slightly.

‘‘The goal is to have more kids
graduate and go to college without
having to do remedial work or be
prepared to take a job without
doing employer basic skills train-
ing,’’ Davy said. ‘‘We’ll stay headed
in that direction.’’

Critics aren’t so sure.
Steve Wollmer, a spokesman for

the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion, the state’s largest teachers
union, said the state is pushing too
fast and hasn’t created systems al-
lowing teachers to share ‘‘best
practices’’ with colleagues.

‘‘Any test where 40 percent of
the kids are failing immediately has
to be called into question,’’ he said.
‘‘These kids did not suddenly lose
the ability to communicate or com-
pute.’’

Richard Bozza, executive direc-
tor of the New Jersey Association
of School Administrators, had a
similar reaction, although he said
the tests are invaluable for gauging
success of both students and
schools.

‘‘It’s great to see how we per-
form,’’ he said of the data. ‘‘This
year there is some controversy be-
cause they raised the standards
after the assessments were already
given (in fifth, sixth and seventh
grades). But most people realize
we have to continue to strive and
get higher achievement, particu-
larly in the middle and high
schools.’’

The pressure to increase stan-
dards, part of a national move-
ment, has shined a spotlight on
test scores with sometimes embar-
rassing results. In some cases, the
previous bar was so low in New Jer-
sey that middle school students
needed to correctly answer just 33
percent of the questions to be
deemed ‘‘proficient.’’ The bar was
raised to roughly 50 percent on all
the tests.

Although cut scores also
changed for seventh-graders, their
failure rates didn’t rise as dramati-
cally. Statewide, about 30 percent
of seventh-graders failed language
arts and 35 percent failed math.

Davy said many groups of stu-
dents — sometimes in individual
schools, other times entire racial
groups — have been inching for-
ward, something lost in an exami-
nation of statewide averages. One
superintendent noted the scores of
special education or otherwise dis-
advantaged kids can drag down av-
erages.

That, of course, is the point of
the tough No Child Left Behind
Law, which argues that by pressing
higher standards and holding
schools accountable, every child
can succeed.

Davy said part of the point of
raising the bar in middle school
was to identify thousands of chil-
dren who may be in need of reme-
dial help — and need to get it now
if they are to meet new rigorous
standards being pounded into the
high school.

That initiative includes not only
tougher tests and added classes,
but a whole new approach to
teaching that will emphasize tech-
nology and more interaction with
the outside world, she said.

Michael Lasusa, co-principal of
Chatham High School, said his dis-
trict supports the effort and al-
ready is instituting changes to
make that dream come true. He
said he is hopeful the state will one
day focus less on standardized
tests and more on other types of
assessment that gauge critical
thinking and things such as tech-
nology.

‘‘We fared very well on the
tests,’’ he said, ‘‘but we’re very for-
tunate we don’t have some of the
pressures other communities
have.’’

4 Bloomfield DE Berkeley Elementary 84.4 4.7 40.6 48.4 57.8 20.3
11 Bloomfield DE Bloomfield High 79.9 5.5 52.1 13.3
8 Bloomfield DE Bloomfield Middle 71.7 5.4 45 12.2 58 18.9

11 Bloomfield DE Bridge Academy/Forest Glen School * * * *
4 Bloomfield DE Brookdale Elementary 87.5 8.3 39.6 58.3 39.6 60.4
4 Bloomfield DE Carteret Elementary 80 4.3 34.3 54.3 50 37.1
4 Bloomfield DE DEmarest Elementary 75.3 4.1 31.6 38.2 46.1 34.2
4 Bloomfield DE Fairview Elementary 77.8 1.2 47.6 37.8 56.1 32.9
4 Bloomfield DE Franklin Elementary 71.4 12.2 20 64 38 46
4 Bloomfield DE Oak View Elementary 86.4 6.8 31.8 68.2 31.8 63.6
4 Bloomfield DE Watsessing Elementary 65.3 2 42.3 28.8 55.8 13.5
8 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I Grover Cleveland Middle 77.4 15 50.4 28.8 57.1 32.3

11 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I James Caldwell High 69.1 25.1 51.7 35.1
4 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I Jefferson Elementary 84.1 2.3 40 44.4 61.4 36.4
4 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I Lincoln Elementary 93 0 46.5 44.2 44.2 53.5
4 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I Washington Elementary 83.6 0 45.2 31.5 43.8 35.6
4 Caldwell-W. Caldwell I Wilson Elementary 97.4 0 33.3 66.7 51.3 48.7

11 Cedar Grove I Cedar Grove High 78.9 7.8 60.0 16.7
8 Cedar Grove I Cedar Grove Memorial Middle 71.6 21.3 51.4 22.1 44.4 48.6
4 Cedar Grove I North End Elementary 69.1 27.3 38.2 54.5 29.1 69.1
4 Cedar Grove I South End Elementary 73.4 9.4 39.1 46.9 46.9 46.9

11 East Orange A Cicely Tyson 67.6 2.7 28.4 1.4
8 East Orange A Cicely Tyson School of Perfoming Arts 53.3 0 27.3 1.7 55.4 1.7
4 East Orange A Dionne Warwick Institute 80.8 0 62.5 33.3 56.9 31.9

11 East Orange A East Orange Campus 45.1 0.8 20.5 1.2
4 East Orange A Ecole T.louverture Elementary 50.8 3.4 46.7 15 47.5 13.6
4 East Orange A Edward T. Bowser Sr. Elementary 67.3 6.4 47.7 35.1 39.1 42.7
4 East Orange A Fourth Avenue Elementary 73.3 0 58.3 23.3 56.7 20
4 East Orange A G.w.carver Institute 63.6 0 40.3 19.4 46.4 15.9
4 East Orange A Gordon Parks Academy Elementary 71.7 1.9 37.7 43.4 50 44.2
4 East Orange A J. Garfield Jackson Sr. Academy Elementary 55.1 2 52.1 27.1 38.8 36.7
8 East Orange A John L. Costley Middle 50 0.6 34.3 4.1 45.7 7.5
4 East Orange A Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Academy Elementary 69.6 10.9 39.1 50 37 52.2
4 East Orange A Langston Hughes School 68.1 0 62.1 10.6 57.6 15.2
4 East Orange A Mildred B. Garvin Microsociety 55.9 0 52.9 14.7 44.1 8.8
8 East Orange A Patrick F. Healy Middle 43.1 2.2 17.2 0 44.8 1.5
8 East Orange A Sojourner Truth Middle 59.2 2.2 29 2.8 52.3 4.5
4 East Orange A Washington Academy 80.9 0 57.4 17 67.4 17.4
8 East Orange A Washington Academy 50.8 0 13.3 1.7 48.3 3.3
8 East Orange A Whitney E. Houston Academy 65.6 9.4 42.2 20.3 57.8 6.3
4 East Orange A Whitney E. Houston Academy 70.1 1.5 60.6 18.2 65.2 16.7

11 Essex County Vo. V Essex County Vo. — No.13th St. 72.8 1.2 53.0 0.6
11 Essex County Vo. V Essex County Vo. — W. Market St 84.9 3.0 65.5 3.6
11 Essex County Vo. V Essex County Vo. — Bloomfield 95.3 2.8 79.2 9.4
11 Essex County Vo. V West Caldwell 37.0 0.0 26.1 2.2
4 Essex Fells J Essex Fells Elementary 93.3 6.7 40 56.7 50 46.7
4 Fairfield GH Winston Churchill Elementary 90.7 6.2 37.1 59.8 46.4 51.5

11 Glen Ridge I Glen Ridge High 65.3 30.6 37.9 54.0
8 Glen Ridge I Glen Ridge High 82.6 10.7 34.4 50 36.1 61.5
4 Glen Ridge I Ridgewood Ave. 82.8 8.6 37.7 57.6 28.5 66.2
4 Irvington A Berkeley Terrace Elementary 59.7 1.5 50 12.1 54.4 14.7
4 Irvington A Chancellor Avenue Elementary 73.4 0 51.6 29.7 56.3 18.8
4 Irvington A Chancellor South 70.3 0 42.1 34.2 47.4 26.3
4 Irvington A Florence Avenue Elementary 66.3 0 47.8 8.7 48.9 7.6
4 Irvington A Grove Street Elementary 84.3 0 40.8 19.7 49.3 9.9

11 Irvington A Irvington High 58.8 1.4 28.4 1.4
4 Irvington A Madison Avenue Elementary 59.7 0 46.8 12.9 45.2 8.1
4 Irvington A Mt Vernon Avenue Elementary 67.5 1.3 39 18.2 39 5.2
4 Irvington A Thurgood G. Marshall Elementary 60.5 0 44.2 30.2 55.8 4.7
8 Irvington A Union Ave. 56.8 2.7 24.8 7.3 56.9 5.4
4 Irvington A University Elementary 66.7 0 39.6 13.2 59.3 6.6
8 Irvington A University Middle 40.2 0.4 20.6 1.6 39.6 0.8
4 Livingston I Burnet Hill Elementary 90.7 3.7 47.3 45.5 40 52.7
4 Livingston I Collins Elementary 81.9 12.5 43.7 46.5 38 57.7
4 Livingston I Harrison Elementary 84.9 9.6 54.8 41.1 24.7 72.6
8 Livingston I Heritage Middle 72.9 23.1 41.6 46.4 40.3 57.8
4 Livingston I Hillside Elementary 75 14.8 47.1 41.4 34.5 58.6

11 Livingston I Livingston High 74.8 21.7 40.3 50.5
4 Livingston I Mount Pleasant Elementary 80 12 42.1 51.3 38.2 57.9
4 Livingston I Riker Hill Elementary 76.7 17.4 32.6 59.3 27.9 69.8
4 Millburn J DEerfield Elementary 86.9 9.5 21.2 75.3 25.9 68.2
4 Millburn J Glenwood Elementary 90.1 9.9 26.4 73.6 26.4 70.3
4 Millburn J Hartshorn Elementary 88.8 9.2 33.7 65.3 35.4 61.5
8 Millburn J Millburn Middle 62 33.4 36.9 55.6 33.1 64.8

11 Millburn J Millburn Senior High 69.4 27.6 26.4 69.7
4 Millburn J South Mountain Elementary 87.8 9.8 34.1 65.9 29.3 68.3
4 Millburn J Wyoming Elementary 88.7 3.2 27.4 66.1 24.2 71
4 Montclair I Bradford Elementary 90 2.9 41.4 54.3 31.4 64.3
4 Montclair I Edgemont Elementary 84.8 7.6 37.3 55.2 28.4 65.7
8 Montclair I Glenfield Middle 68.1 17.8 38.9 26.5 36.8 53.5
4 Montclair I Hillside Elementary 81.7 6.8 42.4 50.3 38.7 53.4

11 Montclair I Montclair High 70.9 15.9 42.9 34.8
8 Montclair I Mt Hebron Middle 67.9 17.7 39 29.5 50.2 39.8
4 Montclair I Northeast Elementary 83 4.3 29.8 63.8 29.8 61.7
4 Montclair I Rand Elementary 72 4 42 42 36 50
8 Montclair I Renaissance Middle 81.5 16 39.5 38.3 44.4 48.1
4 Montclair I Watchung Elementary 88.2 5.9 37.3 62.7 17.6 82.4
8 Newark A Abington Ave. 79 3 50 24 59 15
4 Newark A Abington Ave. Elementary 81.7 4.8 53.8 42.5 50 37.7
4 Newark A Alexander Street Elementary 82.7 1.2 55 32.5 40.7 43.2
8 Newark A Ann Street 80.7 8.4 47.5 31.1 44.3 53.3
4 Newark A Ann Street Elementary 89.1 6.8 32.7 65.3 36.7 58.7

11 Newark A Arts High 81.2 1.7 61.2 3.3
8 Newark A Avon Ave. 29.4 0 13.2 0 52.9 0
4 Newark A Avon Ave. Elementary 37 0 34.5 10.9 27.3 5.5

11 Newark A Barringer High 28.8 0.3 24.2 1.4
4 Newark A Belmont-Runyon Elementary 56.1 0 51.5 11.8 54.4 11.8
8 Newark A Bragaw Ave 40 0 25 5 42.5 2.5
4 Newark A Bragaw Avenue Elementary 65.6 0 65.6 12.5 62.5 3.1
4 Newark A Branch Brook 78.9 5.3 15.8 68.4 0 84.2
4 Newark A Broadway Elementary 49 0 48.1 13.5 34.6 9.6
8 Newark A Burnet Strtte 46.6 3.4 34.5 8.6 65.5 19
4 Newark A Burnet Street Elementary 69.2 0 51.9 19.2 51.9 17.3
8 Newark A Camden Middle 51.9 0.7 26.9 5.2 56.1 7.6
4 Newark A Camden Street Elementary 52.6 0 50 23.7 47.4 18.4

11 Newark A Central High 41.6 0.0 21.8 0.5
8 Newark A Chancellor Ave. 46 1.6 23.8 3.2 58.7 11.1
4 Newark A Chancellor Ave. Elementary 76.1 0 47.8 23.9 56.5 34.8
8 Newark A Cleveland 55.9 0 23.5 0 52.9 8.8
4 Newark A Cleveland Elementary 60 0 53.3 16.7 63.3 16.7
8 Newark A Dayton Street 54.3 0 14.3 8.6 57.1 2.9
4 Newark A Dayton Street Elementary 36.4 0 45.5 3 30.3 0
8 Newark A Dr. E. Alma Flagg 49.3 0 25.7 5.4 57.3 12
8 Newark A Dr. William H. Horton 60 0 22.7 2.7 58.7 14.7
4 Newark A Dr. E. Alma Flagg Elementary 42.6 0 55.6 14.8 46.3 5.6

4 Newark A Dr. William H. Horton Elementary 59.8 0 50.6 13.8 49.4 12.6
11 Newark A East Side High 45.5 2.5 48.9 3.6
8 Newark A Eighteenth Ave. 56.3 0 28.1 9.4 37.5 6.3
4 Newark A Eighteenth Avenue Elementary 58.6 0 34.5 13.8 37.9 10.3
4 Newark A Elliott Street Elementary 62.4 1 48 21.6 51.5 9.9
8 Newark A Fifteenth Ave. 59.5 0 21.4 7.1 59.5 9.5
4 Newark A Fifteenth Ave. Elementary 60.7 0 39.3 28.6 39.3 10.7
8 Newark A First Avenue 78 8.8 34.1 20.9 51.6 39.6
4 Newark A First Avenue Elementary 81.4 1 51.5 31.3 49 39.8
4 Newark A Fourteenth Ave. Elementary 75 0 20.7 72.4 48.3 48.3
4 Newark A Franklin Elementary 74.8 0 48.1 38.9 52.8 36.1
4 Newark A George Washington Carver 46.9 0 50 4.8 33.7 2.4
8 Newark A George Washington Carver 44.8 0 14.7 0 58.5 1.1
4 Newark A Harriet Tubman Elementary 81.6 7.9 27 64.9 39.5 60.5
8 Newark A Hawkins Street 36.2 1.7 21.4 5.4 48.2 5.4
4 Newark A Hawkins Street Elementary 59.3 3.4 48.3 8.3 50 6.7
8 Newark A Hawthorne Avenue 48.9 0 19.1 2.1 36.2 6.4
4 Newark A Hawthorne Avenue Elementary 41.3 0 37 2.2 35.6 17.8
4 Newark A Ivy Hill Elementary 82.2 0 65.2 17.4 44.7 17
8 Newark A Lafayette Street 63.1 12.3 53 21.2 47 39.4
4 Newark A Lafayette Street Elementary 84.8 1.1 53.7 36.8 61.1 25.3
4 Newark A Lincoln Elementary 63.6 1.8 48.2 28.6 45.6 33.3
8 Newark A Louise A. Spencer 52.9 2.4 42.9 7.1 60 8.2
4 Newark A Louise A. Spencer Elementary 50 0 48.4 16.1 50 11.3
8 Newark A Luis Munoz Marin Middle 61.5 3.8 36 9.3 50.9 6.8
4 Newark A Madison Elementary 70.5 0 49.4 20.7 44.3 22.7

11 Newark A Malcolm X. Shabazz High 46.1 0.0 20.0 0.4
8 Newark A Maple Ave. School 71.4 1.6 29 3.2 71 6.5
4 Newark A Maple Avenue Elementary 48.9 0 36.4 9.1 41.9 4.7
8 Newark A Martin Luther King Jr. 33.9 0 28.6 1.8 48.3 1.7
4 Newark A Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary 51.1 0 60.9 19.6 52.2 6.5
8 Newark A Mckinley 52.7 0.9 30.1 1.8 50.9 3.6
4 Newark A Mckinley Elementary 64.8 1.9 50 16.7 33.3 13
8 Newark A Miller Street 63 2.2 31.1 8.9 68.9 4.4
4 Newark A Miller Street Elementary 53.3 0 52.2 17.4 37 15.2
8 Newark A Mt. Vernon 69.8 5.2 26 5.8 61.5 15.4
4 Newark A Mt. Vernon Elementary 71.3 11.3 47.7 33.7 51.2 23.8

11 Newark A Newark Vocational High 45.1 1.4 25.0 0.0
8 Newark A Newton Street 38.8 0 14.6 0 42.9 6.1
4 Newark A Newton Street Elementary 69.2 2.6 56.4 23.1 51.3 25.6
8 Newark A Oliver Street 53.6 3.6 33 14.3 57.7 9
4 Newark A Oliver Street Elementary 84.6 6.2 30.9 63.2 44.1 52.9
8 Newark A Peshine Avenue 40.8 0 13.4 2.1 38.8 3.1
4 Newark A Peshine Avenue Elementary 42.5 0 40.2 8.5 33.3 7.4
8 Newark A Quitman Community 44.2 0 18.6 4.7 41.9 9.3
4 Newark A Quitman Street Elementary 48.6 0 59.2 9.9 51.4 20.8
4 Newark A Rafael Hernandez 75.9 0 79.3 6.9 65.5 31
8 Newark A Rafael Hernandez 45.7 1.2 22.8 1.9 50 4.3

11 Newark A Renaissance Academy 20.0 0.0 14.4 0.0
8 Newark A Renaissance Academy 18.2 0 * * 25.8 1.6
8 Newark A Ridge Street 69.7 7.1 43.4 13.1 68.7 15.2
4 Newark A Ridge Street Elementary 74.8 3.7 36.1 45.4 41.3 35.8
4 Newark A Roberto Clemente Elementary 83.9 2.5 50.4 32.8 45.8 44.2
4 Newark A Roseville Avenue Elementary 60 28 20 60 8 80
8 Newark A Samuel Berliner * * * * * *

11 Newark A Science High 77.9 21.3 59.6 38.2
8 Newark A South Seventeenth Street 44.4 1.4 38.9 4.2 50 11.1
4 Newark A South Seventeenth Street 68.3 0 42.9 28.6 64.3 2.4
4 Newark A South Street Elementary 54.7 0 44.4 14.8 50 11.1
4 Newark A Speedway Avenue Elementary 52.5 0 47.5 27.5 30 17.5
8 Newark A Sussex Avenue 53.5 2.3 26.2 14.3 64.3 4.8
4 Newark A Sussex Avenue Elementary 58.2 0 65.5 10.3 42.4 6.8

11 Newark A Technology High 90.8 1.8 82.6 4.6
11 Newark A The Academy of Vocational Careers 11.8 0.0 * *
8 Newark A Thirteenth Avenue 61.3 4 34.7 4.2 58.1 6.8
4 Newark A Thirteenth Avenue Elementary 47.7 0 37.7 14.5 55.9 11.8

11 Newark A University High 82.3 11.5 61.9 24.8
8 Newark A Vailsburg Middle 36.5 0 24.6 6.1 57.9 2.6

11 Newark A Weequahic High 48.1 0.0 29.1 0.9
11 Newark A West Side High 43.1 0.3 24.5 0.6
8 Newark A William H. Brown Academy 38.4 1 11.5 2.1 41.1 3.2
8 Newark A Wilson Avenue 77.4 4.3 44.7 21.3 58.5 37.2
4 Newark A Wilson Avenue Elementary 63.8 5.3 50.5 34.7 47.9 30.9
4 North Caldwell J Gould/Mountain Elementary 83.9 6.5 50.5 37.6 39.8 50.5
8 Nutley FG John H. Walker Middle 81 12.4 49.8 29.2 52.2 39.8
4 Nutley FG Lincoln Elementary 75.5 6.1 53.1 32.7 53.1 36.7

11 Nutley FG Nutley High 79.7 8.7 61.2 18.6
4 Nutley FG Radcliffe Elementary 95.9 2 38.8 61.2 22.4 77.6
4 Nutley FG Spring Garden Elementary 88.9 7.4 43.4 52.8 43.4 56.6
4 Nutley FG Washington Elementary 94.3 1.9 59.3 33.3 38.9 59.3
4 Nutley FG Yantacaw Elementary 91 1.3 42.3 52.6 38.5 61.5
4 Orange A Central Elementary 64.9 5.4 20.5 64.1 48.7 30.8
4 Orange A Cleveland Street Elementary 54.8 4.8 52.4 26.2 31 42.9
4 Orange A Forest Street Elementary 69.7 0 57.6 15.2 66.7 0
4 Orange A Heywood Avenue Elementary 62.8 7 38.6 29.5 46.5 34.9
4 Orange A Lincoln Avenue Elementary 59.1 1.5 56.1 25.8 56.9 12.3
4 Orange A Main Street 57.9 1.8 46.6 17.2 56.9 3.4
8 Orange A Main Street 41.8 0 26.3 1.8 45.6 5.3
4 Orange A Oakwood Avenue Elementary 50 2.8 37.5 10 35 15

11 Orange A Orange High 53.2 0.0 27.1 0.0
8 Orange A Orange Middle 52.4 0 22.1 1.6 49.4 6.4
4 Orange A Park Avenue Elementary 80.6 2.8 27 59.5 43.2 35.1
4 Roseland (Essex Co.) I Lester C. Noecker Elementary 71.9 21.9 28.1 60.9 26.6 68.8
4 S. Orange-Maplewood I Clinton Elementary 80.7 6.8 40.9 39.8 43.8 48.3

11 S. Orange-Maplewood I Columbia Senior High 67.1 18.7 49.4 30.3
4 S. Orange-Maplewood I Jefferson Elementary 74.7 11 35.2 53.8 32.4 62.1
8 S. Orange-Maplewood I Maplewood Middle 64 20.3 44.9 28.4 43.2 45.3
4 S. Orange-Maplewood I Seth Boyden Elementary 70.5 11.5 42.3 41 49.4 34.2
4 S. Orange-Maplewood I South Mountain Elementary 82.7 14.7 36 57.3 40 57.3
8 S. Orange-Maplewood I South Orange Middle 72.8 8 41.4 24.3 51.4 33.8
4 S. Orange-Maplewood I Tuscan Elementary 81.3 6.3 42.7 51 42.7 54.2
4 Verona I Brookdale Avenue Elementary 90.9 9.1 40.9 54.5 27.3 68.2
4 Verona I F.N. Brown Elementary 80 12.5 62.5 35 40 57.5
4 Verona I Forest Avenue Elementary 84.2 7.9 34.2 63.2 39.5 57.9
8 Verona I Henry B. Whitehorne Middle 76.4 16.9 49.3 25.7 43.2 52
4 Verona I Laning Avenue Elementary 90.7 4.7 51.2 48.8 46.5 53.5

11 Verona I Verona High 80.3 11.7 55.5 30.7
8 West Essex Reg. I West Essex Junior High 76.3 18.3 53.6 27 52.5 42.8

11 West Essex Reg. I West Essex Schools 74.8 17.6 46.5 38.1
4 West Orange GH Gregory Elementary 68.1 16.7 28.8 56.2 28.8 64.4
4 West Orange GH Hazel Avenue Elementary 74.1 5.2 54.2 22 45.8 22
8 West Orange GH Liberty Middle 72.3 10.1 42.8 15.2 61.8 17
4 West Orange GH Mount Pleasant Elementary 85.2 3.3 49.2 47.5 54.1 32.8
4 West Orange GH Pleasantdale Elementary 75.5 9.4 50.9 41.5 56.6 32.1
4 West Orange GH Redwood Elementary 75 8.3 44.4 34.3 45.4 43.5
8 West Orange GH Roosevelt Middle 74.4 15.4 49.2 16.4 58.2 23.7
4 West Orange GH St. Cloud Elementary 85.7 6.3 49.2 33.3 41.3 52.4
4 West Orange GH Washington Elementary 80.5 1.3 55.8 29.9 55.8 32.5

11 West Orange GH West Orange High 69.9 12.0 49.9 16.9

The state yesterday released the scores of how students in every public school fared on New Jersey’s proficiency tests in language arts, math and science in 2008. Statewide,
the tests are given to about 700,000 students in grades 4, 8 and 11. The following are the average passing rates for each school on each test in your county.
(Note: There is no science test for the 11th grade)

STATE AVERAGE
Grade 4 78 4.6 44.4 40.4 45.7 39.3
Grade 8 69.7 11.4 42.6 24.8 51.8 32.2
Grade 11 70.6 12.2 51.4 23.4

School test scores: Essex County
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DISTRICT FACTOR GROUP Measures
district’s wealth. A is poorest, J is
wealthiest. R is for charter schools.
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GET MARRIED
in Style.

Send for your FREE Bridal Planner.
Email bridalplanner@starledger.com

or call 973-392-7805 today!

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.


