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Bar raised
with mixed results

Morris students score well in state tests
BY LAWRENCE RAGONESE
AND KRISTEN ALLOWAY

STAR-LEDGER STAFF

There was good news yesterday
for some of Morris County’s largest
school districts whose students
registered high marks in test scores
in math, science and language arts,
according to data released by the
state.

The improved proficiency in
these core educational areas oc-
curred in many cases even as the
state’s standards for passing man-
datory tests increased for students
in grades 3 through 8 and grade 11,
making it more of a challenge to
get a passing grade, said education
officials.

Scoring at the top of the charts
in Morris County were two special-
ized academies run by the Morris
County Vocational Board of Educa-
tion, the Academy for Law and
Public Safety, based at Butler High
School, and the Academy of Math,

Science and Engineering, based at
Morris Hills High School.

Chatham High School had the
most students not attending a spe-
cialized academy who scored ad-
vanced rankings in language and
math. Also faring well, among oth-
ers, was the county’s largest school
district, Parsippany, and the coun-
ty’s largest high school district,
Morris Hills Regional, which in-
cludes Morris Hills and Morris
Knolls high schools.

‘‘We are very proud of our re-
sults,’’ said Katherine Sleezer, as-
sistant superintendent of curricu-
lum in Parsippany, where most of
the 14 schools in the K-12 district
of 7,300 students showed improved
language, math and science scores.
But she stressed, ‘‘We are not just
teaching students to meet state
test standards but offer a curricu-
lum that is much bigger and
broader, not just geared to test-
ing.’’

Three Parsippany schools, the
Mount Tabor School, Eastlake
School and the Rockaway Meadow
School, scored a 100 percent pass-
ing grade in math proficiency,
according to the state data.

Sleezer said the district worked
hard to write, revamp and review
curriculum. She also explained that
each school created its own unique
plan for math and literacy, specifi-
cally designed to fit the unique
makeup of a school that takes into
account ethnic and socioeconomic
makeup, among other factors.

At Morris Hills Regional, Super-
intendent Ernest Palestis said a
concerted effort was made to focus
on the district’s special education
students, with a resulting 100 per-
cent passing score in math and lan-
guage arts for mainstreamed spe-
cial ed students at Morris Knolls
High School. Also, the district
worked to ensure its programs
were closely aligned to the state’s
core curriculum standards.

‘‘This has been a banner year
for us at Morris Knolls and Morris
Hills,’’ said Palestis, whose district
includes 2,800 students from Den-
ville, the Rockaways, Wharton,
Mine Hill and Mount Arlington.

In the Morris School District,
which includes Morristown and
Morris Township, plus high school
students from Morris Plains, the
percentage of high school students
passing both math and language
arts tests increased over last year,
while the percentage of youths who
achieved advanced results in math
also jumped.

A supplemental tutoring pro-
gram the district started in the last
few years helped boost results, said
Patricia Camp, the district’s direc-
tor of curriculum and instruction
for science, math and technology.

‘‘It’s the kind of program stu-
dents can come and go as needed,
get some re-teaching, get up to
speed,’’ she said. As a result, many
students’ grades have improved as
well, she said.

Despite the predominantly
good news for the county’s school
system, the data showed many top-
performing districts had decreased
test scores in the language arts,
some significantly. In Mountain
Lakes, for example, one of the bet-
ter-performing high schools in the
state, just 15 percent of students
achieved advanced results on the
language arts exam, compared to
42 percent last year.

But Chatham High School Prin-
cipal Michael LaSusa, whose
school ranked second in the county
in achieving advanced marks in
language arts, at 34 percent,
blamed the falling results on a
change in the standardized test
given to students last year.
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Alloway may be reached at lragone-
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state changed the rules in the mid-
dle of the game,’’ he said. ‘‘We got
lower scores when, in fact, there
was progress in the classroom. It
was a strange result.’’

Corzine announced an ambi-
tious agenda last year for making
the state’s high schools more rigor-
ous, an initiative that has the
strong support of the business
community and is a response, in
part, to the large number of stu-
dents who arrive at college in need
of remedial help.

Education Commissioner Lu-
cille Davy agreed that, had it not
been for the change in cut scores,
sixth- and seventh-graders would
have fared better on the state tests
than the year before. Fifth grade
scores would have dropped slightly.

‘‘The goal is to have more kids
graduate and go to college without
having to do remedial work or be
prepared to take a job without
doing employer basic skills train-
ing,’’ Davy said. ‘‘We’ll stay headed
in that direction.’’

Critics aren’t so sure.
Steve Wollmer, a spokesman for

the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion, the state’s largest teachers
union, said the state is pushing too
fast and hasn’t created systems al-
lowing teachers to share ‘‘best
practices’’ with colleagues.

‘‘Any test where 40 percent of
the kids are failing immediately has
to be called into question,’’ he said.
‘‘These kids did not suddenly lose
the ability to communicate or com-
pute.’’

Richard Bozza, executive direc-
tor of the New Jersey Association
of School Administrators, had a
similar reaction, although he said
the tests are invaluable for gauging
success of both students and
schools.

‘‘It’s great to see how we per-
form,’’ he said of the data. ‘‘This
year there is some controversy be-
cause they raised the standards
after the assessments were already
given (in fifth, sixth and seventh
grades). But most people realize
we have to continue to strive and
get higher achievement, particu-
larly in the middle and high
schools.’’

The pressure to increase stan-
dards, part of a national move-
ment, has shined a spotlight on
test scores with sometimes embar-
rassing results. In some cases, the
previous bar was so low in New Jer-
sey that middle school students
needed to correctly answer just 33
percent of the questions to be
deemed ‘‘proficient.’’ The bar was
raised to roughly 50 percent on all
the tests.

Although cut scores also
changed for seventh-graders, their
failure rates didn’t rise as dramati-
cally. Statewide, about 30 percent
of seventh-graders failed language
arts and 35 percent failed math.

Davy said many groups of stu-
dents — sometimes in individual
schools, other times entire racial
groups — have been inching for-
ward, something lost in an exami-
nation of statewide averages. One
superintendent noted the scores of
special education or otherwise dis-
advantaged kids can drag down av-
erages.

That, of course, is the point of
the tough No Child Left Behind
Law, which argues that by pressing
higher standards and holding
schools accountable, every child
can succeed.

Davy said part of the point of
raising the bar in middle school
was to identify thousands of chil-
dren who may be in need of reme-
dial help — and need to get it now
if they are to meet new rigorous
standards being pounded into the
high school.

That initiative includes not only
tougher tests and added classes,
but a whole new approach to
teaching that will emphasize tech-
nology and more interaction with
the outside world, she said.

Michael Lasusa, co-principal of
Chatham High School, said his dis-
trict supports the effort and al-
ready is instituting changes to
make that dream come true. He
said he is hopeful the state will one
day focus less on standardized
tests and more on other types of
assessment that gauge critical
thinking and things such as tech-
nology.

‘‘We fared very well on the
tests,’’ he said, ‘‘but we’re very for-
tunate we don’t have some of the
pressures other communities
have.’’

11 Boonton FG Boonton High 72.2 8.6 49.7 19.7
8 Boonton FG Boonton Middle 81 2.4 53.6 10.7 65.5 19
4 Boonton FG John Hill Elementary 75.3 3.7 46.9 38.3 45.7 39.5
4 Boonton FG School Street Elementary * * * * * *
8 Boonton Township I Rockaway Valley 62.5 32.8 46.9 39.1 50 46.9
4 Boonton Township I Rockaway Valley Elementary 85.2 4.9 45.9 49.2 36.1 60.7
4 Butler DE Aaron Decker Elementary 74.6 10.4 47.8 41.8 42.4 50

11 Butler DE Butler High 76.4 5.5 52.4 17.5
8 Butler DE Richard Butler 84.2 13.2 57.1 27.3 50.6 48.1

11 Chathams (Sch Dist of) J Chatham High 62.3 34.4 33.5 60.4
8 Chathams (Sch Dist of) J Chatham Middle 56 40.6 34.4 56.2 30.8 67.2
4 Chathams (Sch Dist of) J Lafayette Elementary 85.7 9 38.1 58.2 30.5 66.8
8 Chatham Township J Black River Middle 71.3 22.9 52.3 38.1 39.7 57.7
4 Chatham Township J Bragg Elementary 81.8 6.5 43 51.2 32 62.8
4 Denville Township I Lakeview Elementary 85.4 5.8 44.1 44.9 47.1 46.3
4 Denville I Riverview Elementary 83.1 6.7 49.4 37.1 47.7 45.5
8 Denville I Valleyview Middle 72.4 18.9 48.1 28.5 51.2 42.9
4 Dover A Academy Street Elementary 76.9 1.3 49.4 26.6 48.1 35.4

11 Dover A Dover High 76.5 4.7 64.4 7.4
8 Dover A Dover Middle 68.3 10.3 41.3 8.3 53.5 26.6
4 Dover A East Dover Elementary 51.5 0 40.3 22.4 40.9 28.8
4 Dover A North Dover Elementary 86.3 0 37.3 47.1 41.2 39.2
4 East Hanover GH Central Elementary 83.3 8.7 43.1 48.9 33.6 63.5
8 East Hanover GH East Hanover Middle 76.1 15.4 46.2 34.2 63.2 32.5
4 Florham Park I Brooklake Elementary 86 2.5 40.5 54.5 50.4 43.7
8 Florham Park I Ridgedale 54.8 42.3 49 37.5 33.7 63.5

11 Hanover Park Reg. GH Hanover Park High 71.2 19.3 52.4 28.3
11 Hanover Park Reg. GH Whippany Park High 71.4 23.0 53.4 39.8
4 Hanover I Bee Meadow Elementary 81.9 13.9 41.7 48.6 44.4 48.6
8 Hanover I Memorial Junior 83.9 12.8 42.3 41.6 53 42.3
4 Hanover I Mountview Road Elementary 72.5 7.8 36.5 59.6 40.4 57.7
4 Hanover I Salem Drive Elementary 85.5 9.1 47.3 43.6 41.8 52.7
4 Harding J Harding Township Elementary 92 4 56 38 40 58
8 Harding J Harding Twp 77.5 15 47.5 37.5 55 40
4 Jefferson GH Arthur Stanlick Elementary 81.9 4.3 47 42.6 41.2 54.4

11 Jefferson GH Jefferson Township High 79.6 12.0 70.7 14.1
8 Jefferson GH Jefferson Twp Middle 77.1 13.2 54.8 24.6 52.3 39.5
4 Jefferson GH White Rock Elementary 89 7.6 36.3 61 30.8 67.8

11 Kinnelon I Kinnelon High 73.1 21.8 46.8 42.9
8 Kinnelon I Pearl R Miller Middle 68.8 29 46 44.9 33.5 65.3
4 Kinnelon I Stonybrook School 72.6 21.3 44.5 50 38.7 58.9

11 Lenape Valley Reg. GH Lenape Valley Regional High 80.1 11.8 66.1 16.7
4 Lincoln Park FG Lincoln Park Elementary 81.6 8.2 32.7 57.1 36.7 57.1
8 Lincoln Park FG Lincoln Park Middle 69.2 23.4 52.3 32.7 45.8 48.6
4 Madison I Central Avenue Elementary 91 1.3 38.5 50 39.7 53.8
4 Madison I Kings Road Elementary 86 14 37.2 60.5 41.9 58.1

11 Madison I Madison High 64.9 29.3 46.6 45.1
8 Madison I Madison Jr 61.8 31.9 33.3 55.7 27.7 69.6
4 Madison I Torey J. Sabatini Elementary 87.8 10.2 28 68 32 62
4 Mendham J Hilltop Elementary 89.5 5.3 31.6 67.1 48.7 50
8 Mendham J Mountain View 65.4 28.2 39.7 46.2 35.9 61.5
4 Mendham Township J Mendham Township Elementary 83 13.8 35.1 61.7 23.4 73.4
8 Mendham Township J Mendham Twp Middle 63.4 34.4 38.7 52.7 18.3 78.5
4 Mine Hill FG Canfield Avenue Elementary 86.7 8.9 40 53.3 45.5 43.2
4 Montville I Cedar Hill Elementary 79.4 17.5 27 73 26.6 73.4
4 Montville I Hilldale Elementary 85.7 6.3 39.1 53.1 50 40.6

11 Montville I Montville High 75.3 22.0 44.6 45.6
8 Montville I Robert R Lazar Middle Sch 71.9 23.6 44.3 43.4 39.2 56.6
4 Montville I Valley View Elementary 83.6 14.5 36.4 63.6 23.6 72.7
4 Montville I William H. Mason Jr., Elementary 78.9 12.7 29.6 63.4 36.6 56.3
4 Montville I Woodmont Elementary 82.8 5.2 31 63.8 44.8 55.2

11 Morris County Votech V Academy for Law and Public Safety 56.3 43.8 37.5 62.5
11 Morris County Votech V Academy for Math, Science and Engineering 14.3 85.7 0.0 100.0
11 Morris County Votech V Morris County School Of Technology 90.7 9.3 69.3 28.0
11 Morris Hills Regional GH Morris Hills High 78.3 14.9 61.9 25.3
11 Morris Hills Regional GH Morris Knolls High 67.4 23.2 46.5 40.4
8 Morris Plains I Borough 73 23.8 47.6 33.3 55.6 39.7
4 Morris Plains I Borough Elementary 84.8 6.1 44.6 49.2 39.4 54.5

4 Morris School District GH Alexander Hamilton Elementary 72.7 9.1 41.8 41.8 43.3 31.3
8 Morris School District GH Frelinghuysen 72.7 11.8 37.7 37.1 45.6 40.5

11 Morris School District GH Morristown High 61.6 22.7 41.2 36.5
4 Morris School District GH Normandy Park Elementary 77 4.9 41 50.8 27.9 55.7
4 Morris School District GH Sussex Avenue Elementary 78.6 7.1 38.6 48.2 40.4 42.1
4 Morris School District GH Thomas Jefferson Elementary 81.9 8.5 32.6 56.8 37.9 49.5
4 Mount Arlington GH Mount Arlington Public E. 82.1 5.1 30.8 64.1 23.1 74.4
8 Mount Arlington GH Mt Arlington 89.1 6.5 58.7 19.6 69.6 28.3
4 Mount Olive GH Chester M. Stephens Elementary 81.4 6.2 41.6 47.8 45.9 44.1

11 Mount Olive GH Mount Olive High 72.9 21.3 55.1 30.0
4 Mount Olive GH Mountain View Elementary 88.6 0 47.7 44.3 43.2 55.7
8 Mount Olive GH Mt. Olive Middle School 69.8 21.9 43.2 35.2 43.3 48.3
4 Mount Olive GH Sandshore Road Elementary 79.5 4.5 45.5 46.6 52.3 40.7
4 Mount Olive GH Tinc Road Elementary 85.3 3.2 55.8 34.7 49.5 42.1
8 Mountain Lakes J Briarcliff 65 34 56.3 38.8 35.9 63.1
4 Mountain Lakes J Lake Drive School For Deaf * *
8 Mountain Lakes J Lake Drive-hearing Imp. * * * * * *

11 Mountain Lakes J Mountain Lakes High 76.3 15.0 40.0 46.9
4 Mountain Lakes J Wildwood Elementary 94.7 5.3 42.1 56.6 41.3 56
4 Netcong DE Netcong Elementary 87.5 0 36 52 16 76
8 Netcong DE Netcong Elem 73.5 8.8 61.8 8.8 79.4 14.7
8 Parsippany GH Brooklawn Middle School 65.8 26.1 41.2 42.1 43.7 48.9
8 Parsippany GH Central Middle School 68.8 14.7 44.9 30.5 42.3 47.4
4 Parsippany GH Eastlake Elementary 90.7 4.7 39.5 60.5 41.9 55.8
4 Parsippany GH Intervale Elementary 86.4 4.5 45.5 45.5 25 70.5
4 Parsippany GH Knollwood Elementary 84.6 3.8 32.1 62.3 35.8 52.8
4 Parsippany GH Lake Hiawatha School 76 20 44.9 51 34 58
4 Parsippany GH Lake Parsippany Elementary 84.4 4.7 33.3 59.1 44.4 47.6
4 Parsippany GH Littleton Elementary 79.7 17.4 25.4 69 25.4 71.8
4 Parsippany GH Mount Tabor Elementary 91.7 4.2 29.2 70.8 25 72.9
4 Parsippany GH Northvail Elementary 76.5 13.7 19.6 70.6 22 72

11 Parsippany GH Parsippany High 76.5 15.0 50.6 30.8
11 Parsippany GH Parsippany Hills High 68.7 23.2 42.9 45.5
4 Parsippany GH Rockaway Meadow Elementary 84.1 4.5 34.1 65.9 34.1 59.1
4 Parsippany GH Troy Hills Elementary 85.5 5.5 28.6 66.1 32.1 66.1
8 Long Hill I Central 58.1 38.5 47 23.9 36.8 62.4
4 Long Hill I Millington Elementary 86 3.3 41 49.2 34.4 60.7
4 Pequannock GH Hillview Elementary 76.8 20.3 39.1 58 29 71
4 Pequannock GH North Boulevard Elementary 77 16.4 35.5 61.3 30.6 64.5

11 Pequannock GH Pequannock Township High 81.7 12.8 61.7 28.3
8 Pequannock GH Pequannock Valley 66.8 25.5 49.5 36.4 55.8 37.1
4 Pequannock GH Stephen J. Gerace Elementary 88.1 4.5 44.8 52.2 35.8 56.7
4 Randolph I Center Grove 86.1 7.4 31.8 62.7 45.5 52.7
4 Randolph I Fernbrook Elementary 80.4 7.5 41.1 53.3 43.9 51.4
4 Randolph I Ironia Elementary 83.8 8.1 32.4 59.5 30.6 60.4

11 Randolph I Randolph High 69.9 23.1 49.0 41.5
8 Randolph I Randolph Middle 71.5 21.8 41.4 40.3 44.5 49.7
4 Randolph I Shongum Elementary 79.8 19.2 22.2 75.8 26.3 71.7
8 Riverdale FG Riverdale Public 80 12.5 65 20 57.5 40
4 Riverdale FG Riverdale Public Elementary 87.1 0 48.4 35.5 51.6 41.9
4 Rockaway FG Thomas Jefferson Middle 77.6 9 34.3 55.2 43.3 50.7
8 Rockaway FG Thomas Jefferson Middle 72.5 14.5 43.5 27.5 52.2 37.7
4 Rockaway Township I Birchwood Elementary 80.4 12.5 39.6 60.4 39.3 48.2
4 Rockaway Township I Catherine A. Dwyer Elementary 76.6 12.8 42.6 55.3 38.3 57.4
8 Rockaway Twp I Copeland Middle 73.1 17.4 47.9 33.8 44.7 48
4 Rockaway Township I DEnnis B. O’brien Elementary 60 5.7 62.9 31.4 45.7 45.7
4 Rockaway Township I Katharine D. Malone Elementary 82.5 6.3 35.4 59.5 26.3 63.8
4 Rockaway Township I Stony Brook Elementary 76 20 28.4 67.6 25.3 72
8 Roxbury GH Eisenhower Middle 78.4 11.7 49.4 27.5 52.4 40.4
4 Roxbury GH Franklin Elementary 83.1 1.3 40.3 41.6 39 51.9
4 Roxbury GH Jefferson Elementary 91.3 1.1 50 41.3 55.4 41.3
4 Roxbury GH Kennedy Elementary 87.2 2.6 48.7 44.9 35.9 57.7
4 Roxbury GH Lincoln Roosevelt Elementary * * * * * *
4 Roxbury GH Nixon Elementary 77.2 0 57.5 32.5 53.8 38.8

11 Roxbury GH Roxbury High 71.3 15.0 56.2 22.3
4 Washington I Benedict A. Cucinella Elementary 91.2 5.1 34.3 62.8 47.8 45.6
4 Washington I Flocktown-Kossman Elementary 87.6 4.8 25.7 68.6 35.2 61
8 Washington I Long Valley Middle 77.6 17.4 50 34 56 39.7
4 Washington I Old Farmers Road Elementary 86.3 11.3 32.5 67.5 32.5 66.3

11 Watchung Hills Reg. I Watchung Hills Reg High 71.5 23.6 53.5 37.9
11 West Morris Reg. I West Morris Central High 73.2 22.6 51.6 40.0
11 West Morris Reg. I West Morris Mendham High 75.8 21.5 46.5 49.1
8 Wharton DE A.C. Mac Kinnon Middle 74.2 7.2 55.1 26.5 60.2 30.6

The state yesterday released the scores of how students in every public school fared on New Jersey’s proficiency tests in language arts, math and science in 2008. Statewide,
the tests are given to about 700,000 students in grades 4, 8 and 11. The following are the average passing rates for each school on each test in your county.
(Note: There is no science test for the 11th grade.)

School test scores: Morris County
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DISTRICT FACTOR GROUP
Measures district’s wealth.
A is poorest, J is wealthiest.

GRADE/DISTRICT DFG SCHOOL
LANGUAGE MATH SCIENCE
PASS ADV. PASS ADV. PASS ADV.

PERCENTAGE PASSING AND ADVANCED
IN STATE TESTING

GRADE/DISTRICT DFG SCHOOL
LANGUAGE MATH SCIENCE
PASS ADV. PASS ADV. PASS ADV.

PERCENTAGE PASSING AND ADVANCED
IN STATE TESTING

STATE AVERAGE
Grade 4 78 4.6 44.4 40.4 45.7 39.3
Grade 8 69.7 11.4 42.6 24.8 51.8 32.2
Grade 11 70.6 12.2 51.4 23.4

Police probing
vehicle break-ins

PARSIPPANY: Police are in-
vestigating five car break-ins that
occurred in various parts of town
in the past few days, with thieves
targeting GPS devices and cash
left in parked cars.

Two burglaries occurred in the
parking lot of the Mountain Club,
located off Route 10. On Sunday,
a 2004 Jeep’s passenger side win-
dow was broken and thieves took
a GPS unit valued at about $300.
On Monday, a similar GPS unit
valued at $400 was stolen from a
Honda also in the Mountain Club
lot.

Also on Monday, a Nissan
parked on Mara Road was robbed
of $250 in cash and two bank
cards that police said were left in
open view.

Two other car break-ins oc-
curred Tuesday. A Ford van
parked on Lake Shore Road in
Lake Hiawatha was the target of
criminal mischief and had its rear
window shattered, said police.

Ex-treasurer admits
taking softball funds

NEWTON: The former treasurer
of a Lenape Valley girls softball
league in Sussex County has
pleaded guilty to stealing about

$35,000 from the league, the county
prosecutor’s office said today.

Robert Farruggia, 46, of Net-
cong admitted stealing the money
from the Lenape Blazers Girls Soft-
ball League between June 6, 2004,
and April 13, 2007, and using the
money for his own personal use. He
was arrested by Byram police on
Aug. 7, 2007.

Farruggia pleaded guilty Tues-
day in Superior Court in Newton to
third-degree theft. He is scheduled
to be sentenced April 3.

In October, Farruggia rejected a
plea bargain that called for a pro-
bationary term, 45 days in the
county jail and would have re-
quired him to repay the remaining
$13,500 in unpaid restitution.

Suspect apprehended
in string of burglaries

FAIRFIELD: A 33-year-old Hill-
side man being held in the Essex
County Jail in lieu of $125,000 bail is
believed to be responsible for a
string of daytime burglaries in
Essex and Passaic counties, police
said yesterday.

The suspect, identified as Keith
T. Angelus, was apprehended
Tuesday after a 10-day surveillance
by detectives from the Fairfield,

West Caldwell, Caldwell, North
Caldwell and Roseland police de-
partments, police said.

The suspect was tracked to a
neighborhood off Rifle Camp Road
in Woodland Park, formerly West
Paterson, where he was stopped
after a burglary, only to flee on foot
and commit two other break-ins
while officers searched for him, po-
lice said.

About an hour later, he was ar-
rested on Pompton Avenue in
Woodland Park and charged with
burglaries there, police said. He
was turned over to Fairfield police,
who charged him with burglary and
theft in a Jan. 22 break-in, police
said.

A search warrant was executed
at Angelus’ Hillside residence, re-
sulting in the seizure of jewelry and
other items. Additional charges are
pending, police said.

Man’s death in fire
is ruled accidental

IRVINGTON: Authorities said
the death of a man in a wheelchair
who died in a seventh-floor apart-
ment fire in Irvington last year was
considered accidental.

Louis Harris, 52, was found
dead on Nov. 22 shortly after 6:19

p.m. when firefighters arrived at
the 11-story apartment building at
624 Nye Ave., said Irvington Dep-
uty Fire Chiefs Matt Hibbett and
John Tierney. The cause of death
was not available yesterday, but
Paul Loriquet, spokesman for the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office,
said it was not considered suspi-
cious.

Several residents of the apart-
ment building called 911 to report
Harris in respiratory distress,
according to Hibbett. Firetrucks
from a station two blocks away ar-
rived at the building minutes later,
but it was too late, Hibbett said.
Five engine companies and two
ladder companies responded.

Firefighters knocked the blaze
down quickly, Hibbett said. The
fire was contained to the victim’s
studio but several residents were
evacuated.

Loriquet said yesterday he
could not immediately provide in-
formation on how the blaze started
and the cause of Harris’ death.

Laundromat struck
by armed robber again

MONTCLAIR: A masked man
fired a gun inside a Laundromat on

Maple Avenue during a holdup yes-
terday, the second robbery at that
location in the last few months, au-
thorities said.

A man wearing a ski mask en-
tered Jefferson Laundromat at 84
Maple Ave. about 1 p.m. and used
a silver-colored handgun to fire one
round toward the back of the store,
said Lt. James Carlucci, township
police department spokesman.
There were three customers and
one worker inside the store at the
time.

The robber fled with a gray-col-
ored cash register containing about
$200, Carlucci said. The man
headed south on Maple Avenue in
a maroon vehicle that may have
been a Honda Accord with a dark-
tinted back window.

‘‘Thankfully, no one was in-
jured,’’ said Carlucci.

The first robbery occurred on
Dec. 16 when a man, who used a
sweat shirt to cover his face, en-
tered the store, brandished a silver-
colored handgun and ordered sev-
eral customers to lie on the floor.
He then fled with an undetermined
amount of cash and several packs
of cigarettes, police said.

He got into a black van parked
on Woodland Avenue and headed
east.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Detective Terence
Turner at (973) 509-4724.

Law & Order


