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Bar raised
with mixed results

Schools see ups and downs of standardized tests
BY JEANETTE RUNDQUIST

STAR-LEDGER STAFF

They’ve added teacher training,
purchased new materials, started
web-based testing and analysis to
tailor each child’s instruction to his
or her needs and even changed the
school-day schedule.

Schools across Somerset and
Hunterdon counties are working to
help their students master core
subject areas like math and lan-
guage arts — and to have the proof
of that show up in the state’s stan-
dardized test scores.

Districts in Somerset and Hunt-
erdon saw increases and decreases
in the standardized test scores re-
leased yesterday by the state De-
partment of Education.

‘‘There are certain areas we
need to improve upon, and certain
areas we did very well in,’’ said Jor-
den Schiff, schools superintendent
in Readington, expressing thoughts
that were echoed elsewhere.

‘‘In some areas we’re moving
up; in some areas we’re flat; in
some areas, we have no movement
at all,’’ said Edward Q. Seto, super-
intendent of schools in Franklin
Township, Somerset County. ‘‘As
you peel away data, it’s not going
to be any surprise that in some
subgroups, there’s a lot of work to
be done. I do not believe that is
unique to Franklin.’’

Students in New Jersey’s public
schools took standardized tests
last spring in math and language
arts in grades 3 through 8, and 11th
grade; plus science in grades 4 and
8. While school officials received
their scores last summer, the num-
bers were released publicly yester-
day by the Department of Educa-
tion.

Many school officials compare
their results with others in their
‘‘district factor group,’’ those dis-
tricts at a similar socioeconomic
level.

Readington is in the state’s sec-
ond-wealthiest group, with other
high-performing districts. Since the
summer Schiff said school officials

have already been working on five
areas, out of 16, where scores fell
below the group mean: eighth-
grade science and language arts,
fifth-grade language arts and math
and fourth-grade math.

Among the tools they are using
is a web-based test in reading and
math, which diagnoses strengths
and weaknesses. Teachers then use
the information to target each
child’s needs.

‘‘It’s a very high-performing
group of districts, and we’re com-
paring ourselves to that particular
group,’’ Schiff said, referring to the
district factor group. ‘‘What I’m
looking for now is the outcome of
all of our action planning to make

improvements in the areas we’ve
identified.’’

Many districts saw an increased
number of students failing to reach
the ‘‘proficient’’ level in grades 5
through 7, largely because the state
raised the bar on the way they
score the test.

While that was the case in some
grades in Franklin Township, Som-
erset County, among others, Seto
said raw test results showed mid-
dle-school students did better this
year, compared with last year.

The school district there has
worked to improve math and lan-
guage arts. It gives teachers more
professional development training,
for example, and revamped the

middle-school schedule to give sev-
enth- and eighth-graders two class
periods, back to back, in math and
language arts each day.

Seto and Eveny Pagan, the dis-
trict’s director of assessment, said
the goal is to teach the crucial sub-
ject material, not teach to the test.
‘‘The tactics aren’t just to focus on
the test scores, because that would
be a mistake,’’ Seto said.

In the Flemington-Raritan
School District in Hunterdon
County, officials said students did
well in their district factor group, I.
‘‘Overall, I would say we’re making
steady progress in improving stu-
dents’ skills and knowledge in the
core curriculum content stan-
dards,’’ said Daniel Bland, assistant

superintendent.
Flemington-Raritan is also

using tools to improve kids’ per-
formance in those areas: computer-
ized assessments of each child,
more teacher training and new
teaching materials.

‘‘It’s all geared back to the core
content standards,’’ said Robert
Castellano, principal of Fleming-
ton-Raritan’s J.P. Case Middle
School. ‘‘Whatever job they’re
going to have when they get into
the public environment, they’re
going to need to know how to read,
how to analyze, how to think.’’

Jeanette Rundquist may be
reached at jrundquist@starled-
ger.com.

state changed the rules in the mid-
dle of the game,’’ he said. ‘‘We got
lower scores when, in fact, there
was progress in the classroom. It
was a strange result.’’

Corzine announced an ambi-
tious agenda last year for making
the state’s high schools more rigor-
ous, an initiative that has the
strong support of the business
community and is a response, in
part, to the large number of stu-
dents who arrive at college in need
of remedial help.

Education Commissioner Lu-
cille Davy agreed that, had it not
been for the change in cut scores,
sixth- and seventh-graders would
have fared better on the state tests
than the year before. Fifth grade
scores would have dropped slightly.

‘‘The goal is to have more kids
graduate and go to college without
having to do remedial work or be
prepared to take a job without
doing employer basic skills train-
ing,’’ Davy said. ‘‘We’ll stay headed
in that direction.’’

Critics aren’t so sure.
Steve Wollmer, a spokesman for

the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion, the state’s largest teachers
union, said the state is pushing too
fast and hasn’t created systems al-
lowing teachers to share ‘‘best
practices’’ with colleagues.

‘‘Any test where 40 percent of
the kids are failing immediately has
to be called into question,’’ he said.
‘‘These kids did not suddenly lose
the ability to communicate or com-
pute.’’

Richard Bozza, executive direc-
tor of the New Jersey Association
of School Administrators, had a
similar reaction, although he said
the tests are invaluable for gauging
success of both students and
schools.

‘‘It’s great to see how we per-
form,’’ he said of the data. ‘‘This
year there is some controversy be-
cause they raised the standards
after the assessments were already
given (in fifth, sixth and seventh
grades). But most people realize
we have to continue to strive and
get higher achievement, particu-
larly in the middle and high
schools.’’

The pressure to increase stan-
dards, part of a national move-
ment, has shined a spotlight on
test scores with sometimes embar-
rassing results. In some cases, the
previous bar was so low in New Jer-
sey that middle school students
needed to correctly answer just 33
percent of the questions to be
deemed ‘‘proficient.’’ The bar was
raised to roughly 50 percent on all
the tests.

Although cut scores also
changed for seventh-graders, their
failure rates didn’t rise as dramati-
cally. Statewide, about 30 percent
of seventh-graders failed language
arts and 35 percent failed math.

Davy said many groups of stu-
dents — sometimes in individual
schools, other times entire racial
groups — have been inching for-
ward, something lost in an exami-
nation of statewide averages. One
superintendent noted the scores of
special education or otherwise dis-
advantaged kids can drag down av-
erages.

That, of course, is the point of
the tough No Child Left Behind
Law, which argues that by pressing
higher standards and holding
schools accountable, every child
can succeed.

Davy said part of the point of
raising the bar in middle school
was to identify thousands of chil-
dren who may be in need of reme-
dial help — and need to get it now
if they are to meet new rigorous
standards being pounded into the
high school.

That initiative includes not only
tougher tests and added classes,
but a whole new approach to
teaching that will emphasize tech-
nology and more interaction with
the outside world, she said.

Michael Lasusa, co-principal of
Chatham High School, said his dis-
trict supports the effort and al-
ready is instituting changes to
make that dream come true. He
said he is hopeful the state will one
day focus less on standardized
tests and more on other types of
assessment that gauge critical
thinking and things such as tech-
nology.

‘‘We fared very well on the
tests,’’ he said, ‘‘but we’re very for-
tunate we don’t have some of the
pressures other communities
have.’’
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While classmates finish up, Raritan Township eighth-grader Matt Hyman reads a book after completing the Learnia Benchmark test yesterday.

4 Bedminster I Bedminster Township 87.3 7 35.2 60.6 54.9 40.8
8 Bedminster I Bedminster Township 66.7 33.3 42.1 52.6 45.6 54.4
4 Bernards J Cedar Hill Elementary 85.7 8 26.8 68.8 33.9 63.4
4 Bernards J Liberty Corner Elementary 77.7 17.9 24.1 72.3 43.4 49.6
4 Bernards J Mount Prospect Elementary 71.8 22.6 23 74.6 29.6 64.8
4 Bernards J Oak Street Elementary 87.9 11.2 33.6 65.4 47.7 50.5

11 Bernards J Ridge High 66.6 30.7 38.4 56.1
8 Bernards J William Annin Middle 76.5 20.4 42.2 52 33.2 64.6

11 Bound Brook B Bound Brook High 67.2 1.7 52.1 8.4
4 Bound Brook B Lafayette Elementary 77.9 2.6 55.3 26.3 54.5 27.3
8 Bound Brook B Smalley 61.9 0 36.1 10.3 58.8 15.5
8 Branchburg I Central 77.7 18.6 48.2 40 39.5 56.8
4 Branchburg I Old York 80.8 14.2 32.5 65.8 38.3 58.3
4 Branchburg I Stony Brook 77.9 14.4 39.4 57.7 51 45.2
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Adamsville Elementary 84 2.5 48.1 44.4 40.7 44.4
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Bradley Gardens Elementary 81.2 4.3 37.7 56.5 42 47.8
8 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Bridgewater-Raritan Middle 71.2 22.8 39.6 46.8 36.7 59.6

11 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Bridgewater-Raritan High 72.6 19.7 49.4 39.0
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Crim Elementary 87.1 5 42.3 53.8 56.7 35.6
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Hamilton Elementary 87.4 5.7 34.5 64.4 47.7 44.3
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I John F. Kennedy Elementary 85.2 4.7 45 45.7 52.3 36.9
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Milltown Elementary 86.1 10.4 24.1 73.3 31.9 63.8
4 Bridgewater-Raritan Reg. I Van Holten Elementary 82.1 2.7 34.9 58.7 40.2 48.2
4 Franklin GH Conerly Road Elementary 83.1 0 46.4 38.1 45.2 44
4 Franklin GH Elizabeth Avenue Elementary 56.8 0 33.7 16.9 43.8 20.2
4 Franklin GH Franklin Elementary 79.7 1.5 29.1 59.7 36.6 51.5

11 Franklin GH Franklin High 70.8 10.0 46.5 20.0
8 Franklin GH Franklin Middle 66.9 9.2 40.2 19.1 53.5 21.4
4 Franklin GH Hillcrest Elementary 77.8 1.4 49.3 29.6 49.3 27.4
4 Franklin GH Macafee Elementary 88.6 1.1 36.4 56.8 51.1 38.6
4 Franklin GH Pine Grove Manor Elementary 72.5 0 50.7 29 55.1 21.7
4 Green Brook GH Green Brook Middle 79.7 13.8 33.9 62.9 28.2 70.2

8 Green Brook GH Green Brook Middle 62.9 29.5 50.9 33 55.7 34
4 Hillsborough I Amsterdam Elementary School 87.5 7.7 27.2 68.9 29.1 66
4 Hillsborough I Hillsborough Elementary School 93.9 4.1 35.7 62.2 43.9 55.1

11 Hillsborough I Hillsborough High 70.7 24.2 52.7 37.4
8 Hillsborough I Hillsborough Middle 73.8 20 47 32 50.5 45.3
4 Hillsborough I Sunnymead Elementary 94.3 2.8 38.7 58.5 52.8 43.4
4 Hillsborough I Triangle Elementary 88.9 0 45.7 46.7 48.4 45.1
4 Hillsborough I Woodfern Elementary 87.3 4.9 36.9 52.4 40.8 52.4
4 Hillsborough I Woods Road Elementary 88.2 9.2 35.5 64.5 38.2 60.5
8 Manville CD Alexander Batcho Inter 75.5 8.8 49 11.5 66.3 15.4

11 Manville CD Manville High 78.2 6.9 56.4 8.9
4 Manville CD Roosevelt School 77.3 3.4 51.1 36.4 67 20.5

11 Montgomery J Montgomery High 68.8 28.1 41.8 54.1
8 Montgomery. J Montgomery Middle 73.7 20.5 40.4 46 33 63
4 Montgomery J The Village Elementary 88 3.5 35.3 60.7 35.1 59.1
4 North Plainfield DE East End Elementary 75.6 0 62.2 19.5 58.5 19.5
8 North Plainfield DE North Plainfield 68.2 2.9 37.6 11.2 62.2 10.4

11 North Plainfield DE North Plainfield High 69.8 1.5 45.4 6.8
4 North Plainfield DE Stony Brook Elementary 60.7 0 58.3 11.7 35 11.7
4 North Plainfield DE West End Elementary 68.6 0 52.9 20.2 51.4 21

11 Somerset County Vo. V Somerset County Vo. 65.7 0.0 67.6 8.8
4 Somerset Hills I Bedwell Elementary 83.6 9.3 29.8 66.7 30.7 63.5

11 Somerset Hills I Bernards High 74.6 21.5 48.8 44.9
8 Somerset Hills I Bernardsville Middle 70.7 24.5 40.8 46.3 42.9 53.1

11 Somerville FG Somerville High 76.0 16.0 53.3 35.3
8 Somerville FG Somerville Middle 76.5 9.8 40.9 21.2 57.6 37.1
4 Somerville FG Van Derveer Elementary 82.4 3.7 37.6 43.1 39.4 45
4 South Bound Brook B Robert Morris School 63.6 11.4 53.3 24.4 42.2 26.7
8 South Bound Brook B Robert Morris School 76 4 38 16 72 8
4 Warren Township I Angelo Tomaso Elementary 86.8 8.8 19.1 73.5 47.7 47.7
4 Warren Township I Central Elementary 87.5 10.7 41.1 57.1 37.5 58.9
8 Warren Township I Middle 68.4 26.3 44.3 43 45.2 50
4 Warren Township I Mount Horeb Elementary 86.8 8.8 23.2 72.5 40.6 56.5
4 Warren Township I Woodland Elementary 82 13.1 37.7 52.5 44.3 52.5
4 Watchung I Bayberry Elementary 90.7 8 45.3 52 45.3 52
8 Watchung I Valley View 75 21.4 35.7 55.4 50 44.6

11 Watchung Hills Reg. I Watchung Hills Reg. High 71.5 23.6 53.5 37.9

The state yesterday released the scores of how students in every public school fared on New Jersey’s proficiency tests in language arts, math and science in 2008. Statewide,
the tests are given to about 700,000 students in grades 4, 8 and 11. The following are the average passing rates for each school on each test in your county.
(Note: There is no science test for the 11th grade.)

DISTRICT FACTOR GROUP
Measures district’s wealth.
A is poorest, J is wealthiest.

STATE AVERAGE
Grade 4 78 4.6 44.4 40.4 45.7 39.3
Grade 8 69.7 11.4 42.6 24.8 51.8 32.2
Grade 11 70.6 12.2 51.4 23.4

4 Alexandria GH Alexandria Middle 77.9 5.9 47.1 39.7 45.6 44.1
8 Alexandria GH Alexandria School 85.7 4.3 42.9 38.6 40 54.3
8 Bethlehem I Ethel Hoppock Elementary 78 12.2 46.3 31.7 36.6 62.2
4 Bethlehem I Thomas B. Conley Elementary 85.1 5.4 53.9 31.6 47.4 47.4
8 Bloomsbury GH Bloomsbury Borough 62.5 18.8 50 12.5 31.3 62.5
4 Bloomsbury GH Bloomsbury Elementary 81.3 18.8 31.3 68.8 37.5 62.5
8 Califon I Califon Borough 77.8 0 55.6 11.1 50 38.9
4 Califon I Califon Borough Elementary 81.8 0 36.4 54.5 18.2 63.6
4 Clinton I Clinton Public School 77.6 6.1 32.7 51 42.9 42.9
8 Clinton I Clinton Town 87.3 7.9 47.6 39.7 52.4 41.3
8 Clinton Township I Clinton Township Middle 78.2 14.1 42.3 39.5 45 47.7
4 Clinton Township I Patrick Mcgaheran * * * *
4 Clinton Township I Round Valley School 83.2 7.2 47.6 44.7 33.3 63.8
4 Delaware Township GH Delaware Township School 86.5 5.8 44.2 36.5 47.2 43.4
8 Delaware Township GH Delaware Twp No 1 71.9 15.8 56.9 27.6 46.6 46.6

11 Del. Valley Reg. GH Delaware Valley Reg. High 69.9 19.1 63.0 24.4
4 East Amwell I East Amwell Township Elementary 83.6 10.9 47.3 50.9 34 66
8 East Amwell I East Amwell 76.8 19.6 57.1 35.7 46.4 42.9
4 Flemington-Raritan Reg. I Barley Sheaf Elementary 87.2 7.4 34 63.8 28.7 69.1
4 Flemington-Raritan Reg. I Copper Hill 87.4 9.5 25 74 32.3 62.5
4 Flemington-Raritan Reg. I Francis A. Desmares Elementary 86.5 2.7 22.7 72 31.1 62.2
8 Flemington-Raritan Reg. I J.P. Case Middle 72.4 20.6 48 32.8 46.4 50.4
4 Flemington-Raritan Reg. I Robert Hunter Elementary 85.3 4.9 39.2 53.9 34.7 58.4
4 Franklin Township I Franklin Township 94.6 2.7 37.8 56.8 29.7 64.9
8 Franklin Township I Franklin Township 76.5 17.6 41.2 47.1 52.9 41.2

8 Frenchtown FG Edith Ort Thomas 100 0 26.7 26.7 46.7 46.7
4 Frenchtown FG Edith Ort Thomas Elementary 83.3 16.7 11.8 88.2 33.3 66.7
8 Hampton DE Hampton Boro 81 0 38.1 19 61.9 28.6
4 Hampton DE Hampton Elementary 73.3 0 33.3 33.3 33.3 46.7
4 High Bridge GH High Bridge Elementary 80 13.3 51.7 40 48.3 41.7
8 High Bridge GH High Bridge Middle 66.7 23.1 64.1 15.4 59 38.5
4 Holland FG Holland Twp Elementary 77.4 7.1 52.9 35.3 46.4 46.4
8 Holland FG Holland Twp Middle 82.1 10.3 62.3 23.4 44.9 52.6

11 Hunterdon Central Reg. I Hunterdon Central High 66.3 27.4 47.7 41.4
4 Kingwood FG Kingwood Township Elementary 83 11.3 52.8 41.5 34 64.2
8 Kingwood FG Kingwood Township 74 12 48 34 60 32
4 Lambertville GH Lambertville Public 85.7 4.8 59.1 31.8 36.4 40.9
4 Lebanon Borough I Lebanon Borough Elementary 87.5 0 43.8 43.8 31.3 62.5
4 Lebanon Township I Valley View Elementary 92.1 2.2 46.7 46.7 33.7 65.2
8 Lebanon Township I Woodglen 70.5 21.6 37.5 51.1 38.6 58
8 Milford FG Milford Boro * * * * * *
4 Milford FG Milford Elementary * * * * * *

11 N.Hunterdon-Voorhees I North Hunterdon High 68.1 24.5 48.2 44.1
11 N.Hunterdon-Voorhees I Voorhees High 80.3 16.7 52.0 38.2
4 Readington T I Holland Brook 91.8 3.7 38.8 54.7 38.4 56.7
8 Readington Twp I Readington 74.7 14.8 45.9 38.1 50.8 41.4
8 South Hunterdon Reg. GH South Hunterdon Reg High 73.1 15.4 48.1 21.2 50 38.5

11 South Hunterdon Reg. GH South Hunterdon Regional 64.8 22.2 46.3 31.5
4 Stockton Borough FG Stockton Elementary * * * * * *
8 Tewksbury J Old Turnpike School 78.1 17.8 43.8 46.6 38.4 60.3
4 Tewksbury J Tewksbury Elementary School 81.5 14.8 30.9 66.7 17.3 81.5
4 Union Township GH Union Township Elementary 71.9 19.3 31 63.8 32.8 62.1
8 Union Township GH Union Twp 52.6 41 38.5 46.2 37.2 56.4
4 West Amwell GH West Amwell Township Elementary 91.3 2.2 50 45.7 45.7 54.3

STATE AVERAGE
Grade 4 78 4.6 44.4 40.4 45.7 39.3
Grade 8 69.7 11.4 42.6 24.8 51.8 32.2
Grade 11 70.6 12.2 51.4 23.4

DISTRICT FACTOR GROUP
Measures district’s wealth.
A is poorest, J is wealthiest.

School test scores: Somerset County
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School test scores: Hunterdon County
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Maria Tolios, Founder and President of Tolios Photo & Video in Astoria, New
York explains how advertising in the Star-Ledger has helped her business.

“Strong circulation, quality audience and multiple channels of distribution, such as print and online, provided
a compelling set of arguments for choosing the Star-Ledger over their competition.

Advertising in the Star-Ledger has raised our profile and won us instant credibility and trust with our new
clients. We project 40% growth in the year to come.

We are greatly impressed by the knowledge and professionalism of the Star-Ledger staff and their ability to
develop specially tailored solutions to satisfy our particular needs and circumstances. We will continue to
advertise in the Star-Ledger without hesitation.”

Strong.
Persuasive.
Powerful.

Advertisers:
For information on
how the Star-Ledger
can help your
business prosper,
contact your
Star-Ledger
Account Executive or
call 973-392-4072.


